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New York – Christie’s is pleased to announce Old Masters | New Perspectives: Masterworks from the Alana 

Collection, a selection of one of the most important collections of Italian Old Master paintings, sculptures, and 

Antiquities to ever be offered at auction in New York. The selection will debut alongside Christie’s 20/21 exhibition in 

London, presenting a fresh look at Old Masters by engaging the work in dialogue with 20 th and 21st century artworks 

demonstrating an exceptional breadth of masterpieces throughout history.  

 

Assembled with great expertise and passion over decades, the Alana Collection’s Gothic, Italian Renaissance, and 

Baroque paintings comprehensively tell the story of the history of Italian art, and have gained international renown 

following the acclaimed 2019-2020 exhibition at the Musée Jacquemart-André, Paris. Led by masterpieces by Fra 

Angelico, Orazio Gentileschi, El Greco among many other illustrious artists, the selection of works offered in this 

sale are distinguished not only by their exceptional artistic quality, but also by the manner in which as a group, they 

tell an important story, both about the culture that produced them and our own . The auction comprises over 50 

outstanding works that will be sold in a single-owner live auction taking place at Rockefeller Plaza on June 9, 2022, 

after completing a global tour alongside Impressionist, Modern, and Post-War highlights to London, Hong Kong, New 

York, and Los Angeles. Proceeds from the sale will benefit a charitable organization that focuses on arts and 

education. In total, the sale of these works is expected to fetch $30 million – 50 million. 
 

The great zeal, connoisseurship and sophistication that drove the formation of the Alana Collection’s Old Master 

Paintings, Sculptures and Antiquities call to mind the spirit of such notable collectors from the late-19th and 20th 

centuries as Norton Simon, John G. Johnson, Robert Lehman, Barbara Piasecka Johnson, and Jayne Wrightsman. 

Highlighting the collection is a powerful yet touching depiction of The Madonna and Child, by Orazio Gentileschi 

(estimate: $4,000,000-6,000,000). An exquisite example of Gentileschi’s refined style, this work on panel was painted 

with lapus lazuili and other expensive materials, indicating that it was created for one of the artist’s mo st important 

patrons. The mother and child were clearly painted from posed models, following the innovative practices of 

Caravaggio, yet Gentileschi imbued the painting with his own, poetic idiom, grounded in the more formal, Baroque 

pictorial conventions of his day. Another highlight in the collection is Fra Angelico’s Saint Dominic and the 

Stigmatization of Saint Francis (estimate: $4,000,000-6,000,000). An exceptionally-rare work by the early Florentine 

Renaissance artist, this small panel was recently featured in an exhibition dedicated to the artist held at the Museo 

del Prado, Madrid. Originally part of a diptych, its second panel is the Madonna and Child with four angels in the 

Detroit Art Institute. Equally remarkable is El Greco’s Portrait of a young man, said to be Saint Luis Gonzaga 

(estimate $3,000,000-5,000,000), one of the few portraits by the artist left in private hands. The sitter has been 

identif ied as Saint Aloysius Gonzaga (1568-1591), who served as page to the Infante Diego, who would have been 

around 14 at the time this was painted around 1582. The assembly of revelers gathered around a table in Bartolomeo 

Manfredi’s A drinking and musical party provides a fascinating glimpse into daily life in early-seventeenth century 

Rome. Painted by arguably the most important and innovative of Caravaggio’s early followers, this work was last 

seen in 2017 in the Beyond Caravaggio exhibition at the National Gallery, London.   

François de Poortere, Christie’s Head of Old Master Paintings, comments, “We are honored to be entrusted 

with treasures from the Alana collection for auction this spring. These paintings, sculptures and works of art tell the 

history of Italian art from Antiquity, through the Renaissance to the Baroque era and counts among the greatest 

assembled in the last century. Passion and connoisseurship drove the creation of this extraordinary collection 

which has and will stand the test of history.” 

Bonnie Brennan, Christie’s President of Americas, comments, “It is an honor to partner with the Fine Art Group 

to present this once in a generation collection with some of the finest works of their kind to ever come on the public 

market. The profound quality and breadth of these works stand as a testament of the supre me care and vision that 

guided the formation of the Alana Collection. We are especially excited to debut these works alongside 20 th and 21st 

century masterpieces, creating a dialogue across the entirety of history.” 

 



Note to editors:  

Tour dates are subject to slight change:  

• LONDON: April 5 - 8 

• HONG KONG: April 20 - 21 

• NEW YORK: April 29 – May 11 

• LOS ANGELES: MAY TBD 
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About Christie’s   

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a world-leading art and luxury business. Renowned and trusted for its expert live and online auctions, as well as its bespoke 

private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of global services to its clients, including art appraisal, art financing, international real estate and 

education.  Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacific,  with flagship international 

sales hubs in New York, London, Hong Kong, Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in  mainland China 

(Shanghai). 
 

Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent years, Christie’s has 

achieved the world record price for an artwork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s  Salvador Mundi, 2017), for a single collection sale (the Collection of Peggy 

and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a work by a living artist (Jeff Koons’  Rabbit, 2019). 
 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jewellery and watches outside of the auction calendar, working exclusiv ely with 

Christie’s specialists at a client’s individual pace.  
 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include the groundbreaking sale of the first NFT for a digital work of art ever offered at a major auction house (Beeple’s 

Everydays, March 2021), with the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, 

Christie’s also continues to pioneer new technologies that are redefining the business of art, including the creation of view ing and bidding experiences that 

integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now channels, and hybrid sales formats.   
 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities worldwide, including achieving sustainability through net 

zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art world to amplify under -represented voices and support positive change. 
 
 

 

Browse, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: www.christies.com or by downloading Christie’s apps. 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 

of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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