
Art sales top $140m, but it's a buyers' market 
Year in review InUation 
is hitting the lower end 
after a pandemic surge. 

1be 2023 /\11$lr.lhllll /lr1 M~IOll lll/lfl:et 
brgclf ddil'!d l'llfflp!llll mfl<lllOll. lugl'.I 
mkr~ DICS UK! wouc1q ltlolu.l 
mticd confkl, lOUh $.u"$ 10 liit4 $NO 
nulbon by the Ullle lbe l:asl fi:-w btdurC' 
m:idc lll 1bec11d o( IICXI --m-

Th!$ I$ roughly cqi.ul IO l.ul ycu'i 
~ m1:il ofSl43.93 m!IIIOCl.an unu-1 
yew m wllll:h ilt1 "'Ofb rrom 1becull«· 
11111!$ of Cbu, luper (und ;md N:i110Nl 
A11,tnlu lbnk ""re ,;old lot a com· 
bmM IOtllor mo~ 1Nn $20 ll'nlhon. But 
,fut:111 lUlor1 or 1be in-GfCwxxtd ~ 
of 2007. when Sl1G: 1m!!m11 m ;in Wi1$ 

botlght¥n>$:'llhl'illmt111nh~ 
T ho,'C' IWO wirpor.ik .s:ila propclled 

auet!DlloC'r'l" lk-11ts<hl!I' .and 1-kkl-tt llllO 
lnp poe,all«I ilfllOllg ,\U$111illll'$ ;11.1<111111 
hn~ 111 2022, rolkn,.\"d by :irch m';L} 
Smuh &: Si..Tig!!t. 

r.'aw. iiter 12 momh, dunng wlucb 
coo,e two~• holtKs JO$~ ror lhc­
ngh• to ,dr 1tie- bd1 worb from 
pre«igcrot1¥00. tlMll't' posu:1011J 111e 
~.Smnh&Smgl!l'h/dromC'OIII 
(Ill top m 20?l ... lth $./Ill!$ IOl/llhng 
$4203 nUUmn. .a.nd Ol!l11::d111" imd 
lfad:at on S34.l? 1ndhon (mxro11n11ng 
Che hou.9:'$ foal 2023 aunmn. a anri 
$,1.)e With a ht&}l CSlffl\iUC' of $Ml,300 
chilt c,!d-1 on Oc.a,mber l'l). 

Wlu.k tiuycn: ;ll the- IIOP end of lhc­
n11111o:'1 n,111:1111 virtm1Uy ummm,e from 
ffllllg lfllcld rates on hd'ty m.otl · 
g;i~. ·rnunund d.:id" 111,\eStlot.s ttymg 
Ill b.sl/l!ICI' thi, Ila.nilly budge! iltt he-gm· 
mng IOdcsetl the Ml ,n:u-l:tt. 

TIii$ $1'd:Clt look tll thi, ar1 1n:uke1 Ill 
drn,\"$ d nnflg C0\110-19, look11ig to 
,pc,nd /l!IIOllnlJI or pc,rhllpJ ssooo or 
SI0,000 on a p1e1ure 110 m,ucll thi, da. 
1lui n.:mcy was ,w,ulable b«llll$C" no 
oni, w~ lnV\'lhng o,,x,r,icaJ d11nng 
lodcdown£ But 1ho,e ,in:itll't buyer,: 
;an-now begin1q 10 k/1\'C' thi, n1111'1cd 
Ill p«ipk vmo could b,e dll,:r:lffod llJI 
-a,nno,-u:s:•, who alw.a)"' l'C'rn,:un 
mt~ 111 f:U-1' WllrkJI o r lllp qu;,luy 
by duongwsh,ed 11tll$!J, and arc prc­
p;a.ttd 110 p;ay for chem. 

With P,ln.eJ Jllllmng Ill $1)1\,en lit thi, 
lo¥,'<T end of !he 1u:1rke1, m.-.den: Jlp«­
ul~k th/II 6:wc:r work, under abo111 
S50,.00() "-ill a,mc on 110 the n1111'1cd 
bec,111,c vmd01111 Will "''O!T)' they ._.,u_ 
not gel the nght Pl""" li:u- thc1n. 

These .scllt llnel\1$ ate amm:'lg lllo:sc 
expre,i,itd by a ,..,ncty o( n-..rl:tt 
l!Ulden: and aucuon ho~ th~t Si.k­
moin ~ kM to comment on d!C" )'IW 
lhat-

Finl. the raw 411.1 on the AU$h11hlln 
Ar1 Soll!!$ 0 1g1!$1 wcll$11e px,.s gen!!f.11 
$1ructun, to d!C" ,ti:ipe o r the 1nul:ct. 
ThOSC' 6gurd .show lh~t lht )'$.f'JI lop 
pmie w~ S4 rnllh:m (mdmlmg bU)'tl''JI 
pumumn, llJ wdl all the pnoe, 1n thlJI 
an1de) lior Jlllm Pdcr RIIJl:df.s S<11t­
,mir dr Bdfe-!rr, (M.ni4M'1 RINdl 
•Ith Co:i:11. C,mrplw-. Brffe-fkJ. 1897. 
The wOl'1c waJ .sad by DeUl,:i:her ll!ld 
Had :eu m Al.igtut. 

t-.'e,a Clllne Sl.25 nul!mn for llrc,tt 
Whttcley'.s Yr,V,,..•, Im. a S.n1th & 
9.tu:l'tmOclllber andS3.25rnllbon ror 
Pr«! W'llb2nti M11m11.1 F.ilb (S IL: S, 
AllgUil). Then n W¥ $27 1ndhon ror 
Sidney Nol/Ill'$ ~ Mwm,v ~n­
.ilup, 1955 (OtH. August). and S2.2. ind· 
bCl!l ror Breu V..'h1tdef, S<111th Conn 
l{itr Im" Rm11 (1)-l l ~!Jt). 

T lk'rc W\'!le no wmnen m Ilk' Mt o r 
lllp I() pnoe£ llut £nilly K;a.n. Kngw;,r­
ray, now the ,ub}ed of an Cllp,U'ISI~ 
Jllll'Vey l'Xlllbltl«I a the' N~uonal Gal· 
byof ,\U$1r;ilm t:md ,:i:h.edulM to tour 
Ill Tove MGdetu m London lfl 2025), 
e/lll1C' Ill /IJ Ille' -.th lll(tJl ll"ll&d 1111• 
t11 on the Aust::f.l.b;a.n ;ir1 n-..rl:eL 

A tocalofS29'1S nilllmn waJ p111d ror 
Ktigwamiy an work, dunng 1h,e )"/If, 

pullltlg hl'f aheud or RUi~I O.y.sdak 
llfld John Brad: but behmd ~ti 
Y,'hll&')• (1oppmg the' bJII of rnoe;i 
tr.ided. with SI:!. 1ndl1«1>, Sidney t-l'obn 
(iU.3 rndbon). F'nd Willwn, (U.ilS 
1mlhon), Chart!!$ Bbtk1n1111 (S5.S4 rnll­
hon), Jllhti ~ter Ru55.:II (t4.4G rnll­
hon), .Vlhur Bord t'S4.36 nillbon) and 
John Ot,en (S3 1mlbon>, 

Record Allm-:ih/111 art llUd:lem pna,$ 
wett aduc,,'cd ror rn:iny :U-1!$1J, mdud­
mg Otl K:nhtyn B.a.rmn (SM1,1l7 for of 
Pink Pl«i«t}. Other aMISl.'I ... uh 11CW 
J«Onb lfldlld~ Jllcl Elenbcq;, the lllk 
xillplllr who,e bcauorw worl:. ,\fiJJt I, 
197& lietched SU3S.227 lhrollgh Smith 
IL: Smgtl'. Tim - the lop pno:: evtt 
p111d li:t, a worl:of .K.'UlptUtt /II an /\11$­

tr.illlln lluct:Kln. 
Othi,- llrtUtJI ... ,th new lugh pn,:1$ to 

lheu 11lllneJI mduded COJ$ Cll!lmng. 
who,'I" p:,mong Mtfrff fluwi.ff'$ from 
A'lll'Mllml. 2001. Y,'ffll ror S231.2S6 ~· a 
pnVllk Snuth & Sl..tlgl'f au:tlon on 
Tue:sdll}' thlJI wed(. 

Carol Jmemif flllllOII_JI_I hf~ 
un1'g'I', \ '.-.k Str«t, 1975. fctclll'<l 
$1'15.000. the lugh1$1 pm p!lld lior a 
phOlograph ;a llU:UOll III Aust:t;l)Q. 

Under 1he unoffielal he.ldlng of-n1u-
11W;ay pnoe," a.me Louldmlp.-. atcflb. 
~ Ill W;uig Hm. £,u,n/11~ 111 a 
1neugrc 53000 to $500(), Lm.:holp( 
.Jllld for /I Whopplflg Sl.93.GOO through 
Bcmhilnll' en ,\ug,1Jt. Look o ut ror .sm­
pn,e, 111 Bcmhilrnif ,:.le or luau! Mt on 
ThUDday ntglit. 

Llke'¥>1K°., Chu}!$ Rodlut Mlhu.rur, 
l\'lrtrmr of ,\tr$ S<iplli,e Wi~JM11 ,okl 
ror $50,400 on a p~.sllk 1$11m.:.1c or 
JU$! $(,()() to SIOOO. And O;avuh:m Auc­
llOM llOkl lln"'-"ucl Phllllp.s Fox', A 
&.di m Pruua.c.l909'11, lior S30A.000, 
which 1nlldt the pn-,;;alC" csmnue o( 
$120,000 1n $1110.000 look wry 
ooa.,wotot 

Sold 
Top ~oms ;and artists, 2()2)• 

Srnllb & Smgor 
Otul:$Clll!t .and ~ ell 
Mtul'lt5Alt Brandl; 
uon:wd Joel 

'"'""" Olllots(alnlMMd} 

.,, 
3' I 

"' 100 

" "' 
r,i.,,a It~- l>d•• W. ... 
• ,.,.,, ,s,,.,, ,c1d 

8'1!1l "hlll!ko/ 120, 10 
Sidney Nol.au IUO "' frtd Wll!llm5 BBS .. 
Cl\;al'll,$1!bcb'll;an 

"' 112 
JIIM Pe!CI Ruud ... 10 
Artllutllo)'d ,,. 

" JIIMO~tu ,., ... 
Em1lf K.lm 1Cn9....a,uy , .. 

" R11ud~.$d;te ,., 
" JIIMllf:.clt: ,., 
" ·= ~--.ut5o'lUl»CUt 

Ldll-w1J1C, Anhur Sttttbm'$ 1hr 
YIIIT,J ,_ Hnda~ 1891, Jold for 
S59G,000 on /Ill dlflllll l'Or $150.000 10 
$250,000 lit OIIV1dJC1tl'$. 

In all. 21,000 worl:J wen-o~ ~• 
llUd:lem III A11J11r.iba dw )t,llr, of wh11:h 
00 pc,r « Ill Wctt ,okl, The ilVtt1'g'I' 
r..luc of d1e worb-St-0,153. 

Smnh & Sl..tlgdu.sll!$ IOI/II WllJI !he 
highest ,mce 1ht o:nnp;:iny aoqi,uim 
Sothc~'' ,\wlrilhil m 2009, dl;nnnll!l 
Geoffrey s ,nnh =i.uct. 

Quality and ranlll!$ on the rnarto.-1 
ti;:i,x, performed well. bu1 affllJ 111 !he 
10',,,x,r end o( the n-..rl:tt ror worb 
around SSOOO arc J111fliemlg. 

'1'hl'te IJI fu biJ dlJCtetlOllilfY 
,pending: Snuth ,;ild. 

john ~ r ~ussdl $ Sc.,,ffllrlk-Sdldk-. (Mar1M111.;1 
Rlmn¥'111th Gel.ti.$, Goul))h.1r, Bdl!"ileJ, $Old fo,-S4m; 
CtH.${1111111119'$ M1t1,,e FkH.v:rs from Pomon.tl. 

111,C'ptllltu:11$ hll~ Jhd'ted fordllier­
ml hOU$chOhk. The boom we .J/IW d ur­
mg COVIO /IJ p«!Pk botlgl1t (ilftworb) 
a hotl!C", dldn.tlg on /IIICll«IJ on the 
mvemel, ~ Jlllbr.ldM. /\tld "'NI -·~ 
:De\'Ulg IJ a trtum to CO!IIIOIJ.JCUN and 
d lJOetnlllg colle,;b.tlg," 

A ll'Wnl Ill lO'Uf!d tnYcl fi:dlo¥,,ng the 
bolcdon1of b:kdOWIIJI ha, /lho afliedM 
the rnukct, "hilt the lnle wlkdou, 
"-tlcthtt ll'l Pfl-\':llc uldn'\d\wsorpubhc 
ffl$tllUbOt\$, a~ J~ IIIC!CGbly fowsed 
afid~crnq·,Smuh~ 

.'U for 2024, Snuth ,;ild the n-..rket 
will ' 'l'C'alibr.itt Ill p~YJD•. 

·v sr-,,111 wotb of art o:nne fo.......,rd 
1hc-)•U be lo:fflly $Ought af'tier. pro1,1ded 
1ht cstm'-ltleJI ate fut and l'Cll$Cl!l~hk." 
he,;ild. 

Deut,:i:hc'r and ~tt·, Dllmmn 
Hackell $/lld die aucuon hOUM' had had 
a · -my good yuir'', "-1th 18 R'Ctlrd 
pnoe, /du~ li:u- lllffll$. mdmlmg $11( 

by lndigcno uJ art1,u. 
·we\•e tumedo,,•"' S86 1mlhon m 2" 

n.:mthJ and 1h/11'$ "°'nctlq 1h21 no 
aunmn holl$C' ~ ~ O\'<T that 
pmod," lbckelt =i.ud. -We hild four 
worbmlli:u-lM'l"S2.nilllmul'.ICh.~ 

J-1:idcdl bcbc,,x,.s the 1n:uke1 IJ m ror 
llloOfe of the .J/llne 11C'XI )t,.:ir. Rllgl't 
Mdhoy. a UCIIOne\'r llfd dillllfflllll o r 
The Fine ,\n Group. ,\11$1l"llllll ;ind New 
?n.bnd, aSJ"C"-

Ju$trl O'Bnffls 

"''""" I..MtlJ$(~;ind 

" I Clln't - all)111Ulg !hill i: goll'8 IO 
p!lnxul:nly ,top u al the n.01nen1.~ 
Mcll!VfJlm. 

'1 thuU the 11~1 will ,all cou«n­
h'lltequitc 11,e,1\,tyo,n the UmqllC' ;md the 
lop cud. the rw}y lop thmp. b«:111,c 
lbett arc pkmy of peopt,e around who 
w;ui1 to buy the top thmg.s. and m :iuy 
<-yd,e tboJIC !limp do,x,ry weJl. • 

Unlike other (J)tllfllCltl/llon, Mdlmy 
.Jllld thett WC'tt rcw Jllgl~ of d ie nuddk 
ll!ld lowl't emkor 1htrnarlo.-1 $Olvenmg. 

"O;i,,,ibon', hula ramiuae .Jlllc thl' 
othl't d:r.•. and ll'on/lrd Joel J:iucllOn 
ho11Jtj IJI • .JtilldOUlg thl!lrtlung. he .Jllld. 
11lc~ arc lol,or plll)'C'lll m 1he 1n:uke1 
now: 

An con,11!t1n1 ,\nnen,e L:u1nn 
bcbc,,x,.s thett 1J1 a g,enenuonal ll'Wlll8 
11W;ay from tr.1dlt1«Ahst work, by thl' 
hkd of Atthur Boyd and ChaOO lll:,d,:­
ln/111, ,n r:r.•our or n101te ain1e11\por.iry 
work, by an1st:1 .stJCh ~ Shaun 
"'"'"<IL 

Glad.,.x,11'$ photog:iplue ar!Wlltit. 
I\J.'p'-.ll 10 Mund! M1mil.1: Sitrrrtw1 
Rllill4' M'widl Mund! /2J. '10(11, Cllm.ed ll 
~ cstm\ill.e ofSl-0.00010 $15,000 
but lietched SS?.111-0 m Bonhilrnif 
Now1nbetJlilk. 

Ada1n Sm~ of Sim, Veldcl:IJ ;N1 a,n­
.sullaltb bchl'\l!.J nsmg Ulll!te'$I f/lld 
wdl 1115:-d the rnarto.-1 ror artwork, of 
about s:?0.000 Of kn. 

r-er Men~ head or an, Bu,u B.a.1-
l11rd, lndlg'el1,011s worb of art a,~ · .m11 
m,erW1bly "'"" pna,cl'. 1l11J 1ndudM 
the wortc o r nw,y lnd,gcnouJ an!K'I 
who Wett' 11$1ng con1c1nporaty nll'lb. 

1hey h;i,,'ffl'tqwtc tAd theird;ayyel. 
"°""'~ loobnga that..~ llllllllrd ,;ild. 

~ rl(111guo11\ 
CM!.;alldBlut-
0..n n,,,, 
/$-­
fetched .,..,ell abm'<' 
thtlt <'UIII\M<:5;U 
Meniic5 &lst.,..,eelt: 

Fine Oecorattve Arts 
Modern & Antique J ewellery 

On.line Auction 
Mondlly 1 Uh Ooetmbor 2023 

Commonco obi;lng 9.30am 

P~CtlOflS..Com.AU 

Viewing 
Thurs 7 . F"rl a Deotmbor, ~rn . 5pm 

Sal 9 - Sun 1 O Deotn'tl_., 1 2pm .. 5pm 
47 Glonttmt Road, Malvern 
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! 


